MINUTES OF MAY 9, 2007

The May 9th, 2007 meeting of the Bucks County Airport Authority was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Doylestown Airport by Chairman Allen Black.  Members attending were Mininger and Scarlett, along with Solicitor Graham.

The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance.

The minutes of April 11th, 2007 were accepted with the suggested corrections with a motion by Mr. Scarlett, second by Mr. Mininger, and passed unanimously.

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Quakertown Airport FBO

Jack Merritt, of Upper Bucks Aviation Center (UBAC), announced that as of June 1st, 2007 UBAC will no longer be the fixed based operator at Quakertown Airport.  He said they will work with the Authority to make the transition as smooth as possible and that they are still interested in keeping the flight school operational.  He said they have enjoyed what they have done at the airport for the last 2 years.  He also recommended that the Authority consider Jesse Leayman to act as airport manager.

Chairman Black said the news was disappointing and that private enterprise can provide service and enthusiasm that an Authority FBO cannot.

Mr. Scarlett said he and Mr. Mininger have gone over several scenarios for staffing the airport facility.

Chairman Black asked if there was sufficient information to make a permanent decision on what the Authority is going to do, and if so what should that be.  He asked that if the decision is not going to be made at this time, what should the Authority do in the interim.

He said he would like to see several proposals that offer different degrees of service.

Mr. Mininger said he felt there is enough information to know that the Authority needs to hire someone at this time.

Chairman Black said he would prefer to work out some temporary arrangement to give
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comfortably commit to doing.  Chairman Black asked if Mr. Leayman would be willing to work for the Authority starting June 1st on a month-to-month basis until something permanent is worked out.

Mr. Leayman said he has spoken with Mr. Mininger and would consider a longer term, such as a 6 month contract.

Chairman Black suggested having a special meeting prior to the Memorial Day weekend after the members have been able to look at several proposals offering different scenarios of service offered at Quakertown Airport.

Doylestown Airport

Ryan Witt, of Leading Edge Aviation, has received several quotes for a new heating/air conditioning system for the administration building.  Mr. Mininger stated that Mr. Tollini was recommending accepting the quote from Apple, pending the receipt of a quote from Cenco.

Quakertown Pilot Association

Jack Merritt reported that there will be a Young Eagle’s Day this Saturday at Quakertown and there are 13 pilots who have flown over 10 Young Eagles and they are close to having flown 1000.

Jack said the pilot association has donated a digital monitor that will be mounted in the administration building and continuously scroll through aviation photos.

Mr. Mininger said the pilot association has a large number of members who will be going to EAA in Oshkosh this year.

Doylestown Pilot Association

Mrs. Raterman reported that the group is working on the upcoming Celebration of Flight on May 19th and hope to offer sky rides, free food, music, radio control displays and demonstrations, static display, and a tethered hot-air balloon.

Engineer’s Report

Bill Patrick, of L. Robert Kimball & Associates, reported the Quakertown Taxiway project is about 35 % complete, with work on the taxiway to begin after Memorial Day.

Mr. Mininger told Mr. Patrick that there have been a lot of stones left on the taxiways and Mr. Patrick said he will discuss this with the contractor.

Mr. Patrick said Kimball received a review comment letter from the township engineer on the Stormwater Management project, Phase II for Doylestown Airport as well as the township fire marshal and the watershed management specialist and Kimball will answer those comments.
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Mr. Patrick said the Authority needs to set up the escrow account for this project once the amount is determined by the township engineer.

The Authority received the final Master Plan documents for Doylestown Airport.  Mr. Scarlett made the motion, seconded by Mr. Mininger, to approve the Doylestown Airport Master Plan with the hangars restored as they had been on the east side of Stony Lane.  The motion passed unanimously.

Bill said he has looked at how the airport can be accessed from the McCabe property when the entrance road is being rehabilitated.  He said the project will probably be bid in July.

Bill said he has the specs ready for the Doylestown maintenance hangar roof replacement.  Mr. Scarlett made the motion to advertise the bid for the Doylestown maintenance hangar roof replacement.  Mr. Mininger seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Administrator’s Reports

Financial:

Treasurer Mininger recommended accepting the financial report and paying all bills presented including additional bills totaling $608,030.69.  He reported bills paid from the operating account in April were $111,309.53, while bills paid from the project account in April was $57,345.78.

Mr. Mininger made the motion to accept the financial report and pay all bills presented.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Administrative:

The administrators have provided a list of charitable organizations for the Authority to consider honoring at the August picnic.

The Authority was asked to support the Doylestown Community Business Alliance’s 5K run for $100.  Mr. Scarlett made the motion, seconded by Mr. Mininger, to sponsor the 5K run for $100.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Scarlett made the motion to request an extension to the Doylestown Airport East Ramp land development contract from Buckingham Township.  Mr. Mininger seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Mr. Scarlett made the motion to accept the statement of values of the airport buildings submitted by the insurance company.  Mr. Mininger seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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Solicitor’s Report

Solicitor Graham reported that the memorandum of law completed for the declaratory judgment action and he provided it to Chairman Black.  He has also attempted to rule for dismissal.

Solicitor Graham stated that he was in court today on a delinquent tenant issue and that there are three cases pending.

Doylestown Airport Subcommittee

Ryan Witt received the proposal by fax from Cenco and it was decided to act on this matter at the upcoming special meeting.

Chairman Black said Mr. Tollini spoke with the area resident that had a noise complaint.

Quakertown Airport Subcommittee

Mr. Mininger said the tenants on Hillcrest Road have asked if they could add another tenant to their lease.  Mr. Scarlett made the motion, seconded by Mininger, to agree to the additional tenant providing this arrangement does not violate any township ordinances.  The motion passed unanimously.

The contract for the fencing around the administration building has been given to Fence Max, Mr. Mininger reported.

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Old Business

Mr. Scarlett said the fire training school has moved their offices to Bucks Co. Community College and there is going to be a convention at Leigh Community College in June and if anyone wants to go tickets will be provided.

Motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m. was made by Mr. Scarlett, seconded by Mr. Mininger, and passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Colleen B. Raterman

Administrator

