MINUTES OF MARCH 14TH, 2007

The March 14th, 2007 meeting of the Bucks County Airport Authority was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Doylestown Airport by Chairman Allen Black.  Members attending were Beans, Scarlett, and Tollini, along with Solicitor Graham.

The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance.

Mr. Scarlett made the motion to accept the minutes of February 14th, 2007 with the suggested corrections.  Mr. Beans seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Doylestown Airport FBO

Ryan Witt, of Leading Edge Aviation, said they are working to make positive changes at the airport.   Mr. Tollini pointed out that Ryan is now an active member of Leading Edge and that the changes have been noticed by the airport users.

Ryan said Kurt Moffat, a Leading Edge employee, is also part owner of the business. He also reported that they have sold four of the Katana aircraft and are replacing them with new Diamond aircraft

Quakertown Airport FBO

Jack Merritt, of Upper Bucks Aviation Center, said they are on the list to get the Cessna LSA .  He reported January and February have been very slow months.

Jack said in efforts to get the restaurant started, they have learned they will have to replace the ceiling tiles with non-porous tiles and that the walls in the restrooms also will need to be a non-porous surface.  Jack said UBAC will do the water line into the restaurant and replace the ceiling tiles in the kitchen area, but asked if the Authority would cover the cost of the restroom walls since it will be an improvement to the building.  Jack was directed to get prices for the walls and work with the Quakertown Airport subcommittee on the wall replacement.

Mr. Tollini said he had the link for the security camera system at Quakertown and will provide it to UBAC.
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Quakertown Pilot Association

Mr. Merritt said Young Eagles has done a terrific job and EAA has provided Quakertown their own designated area at EAA this summer.  He said last year 13 pilots flew over 10 Young Eagles, and 7 of those pilots flew over 20 Young Eagles.

He said the association is working on several events, including the sponsoring of an Upper Bucks Chamber of Commerce mixer.

Doylestown Pilot Association

Rick Hadden, of the association, reported they have been working with FODA, Friends of Doylestown Airport, and they now have over 110 members and the bank account is healthy.

He said FODA had an informational event at the library for neighbors.  Mike Carr, a local attorney, gave his personal opinion of the recent zoning changes made by Buckingham Township.  The Authority gave a presentation on the open space plan, and Mr. Hadden said the meeting went well.

Rick also reported FODA attended a rally on Stoney Lane by a local township candidate and Mr. Tollini was given the opportunity to speak to the attendees.

Engineer’s Report

Bill Patrick, of L. Robert Kimball & Associates, reported that the taxiway reconstruction has a scheduled shut-down. Bill said the contractor plans on resuming work next Monday, and all permits are in place for work to be done in the wetland area. He said provisions were made for the ASF buildings can be connected to public water in the future.  

Mr. Patrick said some hangars were sketched by Kimball on the Quakertown ALP for the Authority to review.

Mr. Patrick delivered the revised plans for Phase II of the Doylestown stormwater management project to Buckingham Township today.  He expects the review may take as much as a month.

Mr. Tollini made the motion, seconded by Mr. Beans, to approve the Kimball engineering agreement for Phase II, Stormwater Management project at Doylestown Airport.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Tollini made the motion to approve the Doylestown Airport Master Plan subject to a change to remove the hangars that are shown on the northeast side of Stoney Lane.  Mr. Beans seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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Mr. Tollini stated that as part of the master plan process, the hangars that the consultant had depicted on the drafts of the plan are now being removed.  He said this is due to the Authority’s response to the concerns of the community.

Mr. Patrick asked when the Authority would like to bid out the Doylestown access road rehabilitation project.  He pointed out that they may want to wait for the stormwater work to be done along the road.  Mr. Patrick recommended waiting until July or August. Ryan Witt was asked to contact Fran McCabe to ask if access through his property can be used if the access road needs to be completely closed during the rehabilitation.

Bill said the revised scope of work and cost estimate for the Doylestown Environmental Assessment has been provided to the Bureau of Aviation by Ron Deck, of Kimball.  Mr. Tollini made the motion to approve the cost estimate and scope of work for the Doylestown environmental assessment.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Administrative Reports

Financial:

Mr. Krapf presented the financial report and reported that bills paid in February from the project account was $304,435.79, while bills paid from the operating account was $53, 015.55.  Mr. Beans made a motion to accept the financial report and pay all bills presented, including additional bills totaling $190,516.94.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Administrative:

Mrs. Raterman reported that of the 12 applications for the 2007 tree grant program, the committee recommends the grants be offered to Penn State Cooperative Extension at Neshaminy Manor Arboretum and Unami Watershed Conservancy.  Mr. Beans made the motion, seconded by Mr. Scarlett, to accept the committee’s recommendation and offer grants to the Penn State Cooperative Extension and the Unami Watershed Conservancy.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mrs. Raterman asked if the Authority would like to continue the tenant annual rent discount program and if so, the amount of discount.  After discussion Mr. Scarlett made the motion to offer a 5% discount to those tenants  choosing to pay their rent on an annual basis.  Mr. Beans seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Chairman Black said the Board feels they need to increase the Authority’s public relation efforts and have received a proposal from Gwen Coverdale of Cabin Communications.  Her proposal is on a month-to-month basis for $2000-$3000.  Mr. Beans made the motion to authorize the Board to talk with Ms. Coverdale and engage her on a month-to-month basis if deemed appropriate.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Mr. Krapf explained that the heat pump at 2261 Milford Square Pike was not working 
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properly and it was until the tenant noticed the extreme electric bill that it came to the Authority’s attention that it needed to be replaced.  The tenant is asking for some relief of three month’s of excessive electric use.  Mr. Tollini made the motion, seconded by Mr. Scarlett, to offer $300. to the tenant to help with the electric bills.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Tollini made the motion accepting the fee proposal from Midstate Consultants to perform the independent Fee Estimate for the Phase II of the stormwater management project at Doylestown Airport for $1475.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Solicitor’s Report

Solicitor Graham said he has attempted to contact several delinquent tenants, but a couple reside outside of the state.  He plans on filing for contract action in two cases.

Solicitor Graham received a claim form from bankruptcy court for two individuals and said it does not have to be in until June.

Solicitor Graham said the Authority received a letter from GRA asking for financial information data to do a study for an airport in NJ.  The information has been provided to GRA.

Mr. Tollini made the motion to amend the Authority’s public record policy and change the per page amount to $.25, and update the policy on the website.  Mr. Scarlett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The FBO’s were asked to have a form that all transients must complete with contact information and accepting responsibility for the daily parking fee. Jack Merritt, of UBAC, said they do not have a sign-in procedure and many times transients come in when the office is closed.

Quakertown Airport subcommittee

Mr. Scarlett said there are three prospective tenants for the former Vo. Tech. building, one offering $1600/month, which the Authority feels is too low.

Mr. Scarlett said prices for fencing in front of the administration building are being sought.  He said the roof and the heating system have been installed.

Mr. Scarlett said Bucks Co. fire school will be offering an airport fire training program in the area. 

Mr. Scarlett reported bids for this season’s grass cutting were received and the low bid is from JML for $300 per cut, with $65 additional for the Vo. Tech. area.  Mr. Scarlett made the motion, seconded by Mr. Tollini, to award the contract to JML subject to the decision 

of the Quakertown subcommittee after discussing the work with UBAC.  The motion 
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passed unanimously

Doylestown Airport subcommittee

Mr. Tollini reported the administration building at Doylestown needs a new heater and he is looking into a heat pump system to allow for central air conditioning.

He also said three prices were received for the repair of the maintenance roof and the lowest is about $40,000.  Mr. Tollini said he would like to see some sort of alternative solution for the problem.

Mr. Tollini said he is aware of the letter that accompanied the new leases asking for the tenants to be strive to be good neighbors, both environmentally and by being considerate when flying in the area.

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Motion to adjourn at 9:29 p.m. was made by Mr. Tollini, seconded by Mr. Beans, and passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Colleen B. Raterman

Administrator

